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Welcome, F 0 N .’ 


The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club is pleased 
to welcome to Ottawa the members of the largest and 
most active naturalists’ organization in Canada, the 
FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS. 

This special issue of Trail & Landscape has 
been prepared to give our guests some idea of what 
the OFNC is about, as well as to provide a glimpse 
of the natural history of the Ottawa area. Our club 
is a very old one, as you will see. In a sense it 
is also a very young one, as fully seventy per cent 
of our local members have joined us within the last 
four years. We had these many new members in mind 
too, when we planned this issue. 

We asked a number of club members to give us 
special contributions to this number, and we think 
they have risen magnificently to the occasion. We 
are proud to present this result of their work and 
ours, to say welcome to our guests from across 
Ontario, in April. 

We’re happy to see you in Ottawa. 


The Editors 
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N THE YEAR OF 




UR BEGINNINGS 


From the Transactions of the 
Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club, Vol 1-2 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE MEMBERS, March 1880: 
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s many of you were not members of the 
Club in the early part of the year, it 
will not be out of place to give a brief sketch of 
the principal events connected with its early history. 
For two or three years back, several young men inter¬ 
ested in Natural History discussed the possibility 
of starting a society in this city devoted to the 
investigation of the natural history of the vicinity. 
Nothing was done, however, till last winter, when it 
was resolved that an effort should be made. Circulars 
were sent to the members of the Ottawa Literary and 
Scientific Society, calling a meeting of all those 
favourable to the formation of such a society. To the 
great gratification of those interested, fully forty 
gentlemen attended the meeting held on the 19th March, 
1879. After a lengthy discussion as to the form the 
organization should take, the Ottawa Field-Naturalists' 
Club was born, and started life with the following list 
of officers: President, Lt.-Col. White; 1st Vice-Pres¬ 
ident, Prof. W.R. Riddell; Secretary, R.B. Whyte;....” 


1971 members may be interested in the first 
year f s activities of our Club. In addition to two 
general meetings and twenty council meetings, they in¬ 
cluded five summer excursions (to Kingsmere, Calumet, 
Dominion Springs and Mer Bleue, Britannia, and Meech T s 
Lake) and a series of seven ’’Soirees” at which were 
read a total of thirteen papers, on subjects ranging 
over geology, the human brain, freshwater shells, 
plants, insects, and Spongillae. It is interesting 
to note that there is no mention anywhere of birds 
or birdwatchers! 


In the same year we read: ”The annual member¬ 
ship fee shall be fifty cents, payable in advance, 
due on the third Tuesday in March; and no member in 
arrears shall be entitled to any of the privileges 
of the Club.” 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE OTTAWA FIELD-NATURALISTS' CLUB 

Rowley Frith 

The foregoing "In the Year of Our Beginnings" is 
introductory to this sketch. There you have already 
noted that the Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club was found¬ 
ed March 19, 1879 and that the membership fee was set at 
fifty cents. After three years when the membership had 
reached one hundred the fee was raised to one dollar. 

Confederation had taken place twelve years before 
the inaugural meeting of the club. During those years 
Ottawa had metamorphosed from a lumber camp atmosphere 
into a growing civil service city of more than twenty- 
five thousand population. Most of the charter members 
of the club were associated with the young federal gov¬ 
ernment. Many were but temporarily domiciled in the 
Ottawa headquarters, preparatory to assignments in all 
regions of Canada as well as abroad. By the turn of 
the century non-resident membership far exceeded the 
local membership which managed a steady modest growth. 

By 1950 the club had 600 members of which a few less 
than 200 lived in the Ottawa District. 

From the beginning the chief activities of the club 
were much as they are today viz. frequent seasonal field 
trips embracing many branches of natural history; dis¬ 
cussion groups; papers and talks by field naturalists 
of local fame and lectures by visiting naturalists of 
national and international fame. In those early days 
field trips were usually on foot. Regions such as 
South March, Carlsbad, Fairy Lake and Old Chelsea were 
not out of walking range. Occasionally a remote outing 
required a preliminary train or boat trip. 

The most important single activity of the club 
throughout its ninety-one years has been editing and 
recording, in permanent form, the results of original 
research of investigation in all branches of natural 
history in Canada. THE CANADIAN FIELD-NATURALIST and 
its precursors is in large part responsible for the 
sustained non-resident membership of the club. Despite 
a limited budget the editorial staff has produced every 
year since the club was organized, a creditable volume. 
Special issues have been published when subject matter 
and finances warranted; a few titles may be of interest: 
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The RIVER PREPARES for SPRING 

A Photo-Essay by G, C. Bayly 



Through the winter months, the aspect of a frozen 
river is one of clean purity, and its whiteness is un¬ 
marked except for the tracks of animals, the patterns of 
snowshoes and skis, and the carving and sculpturing of 
the expanse by heavy winds and blowing snow. The cold¬ 
ness and the constant additions of new snow maintain it 
in this way until the late spring. At this time the 
snow, warmed by the April sun, is quickly leaving the 
hills, and the patches of whiteness are receding rapidly 
into the deep bush so that the land takes on a warm 
brown hue which precedes spring growth. Still the river 
remains covered, but it runs free below the ice and the 
snow is no longer being added to maintain it. The 
warmth of the sun beats down upon the ice, and in the 
warming afternoons of late April there appear small iso¬ 
lated patches of water, which are puddles forming over 
the ice surface. Each night these freeze again, but 
the ice imperceptibly thins. 
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Then one day you awake to see the river no longer white 
nor does it even resemble an ice surface. It has be¬ 
come grey, rough and sodden and the mists rise over it. 
The ice, water soaked, still remains intact, but it is 
very weak and dangerously thin. Water lying in pockets 
on the surface takes on every colour of the rising or 
setting sun, and the roughened ice, far from appearing 
monochrome, is dappled with every shade the sky can hold. 
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Then the river coursing rapidly below the surface, 
encouraged by the heat of the sun, removes or erodes the 
weakened ice at the spots where the current runs fastest. 
Standing beside the river at that time, you can hear the 
glassy unworldly sound of millions of small ice pieces 
moving against each other. As they move with the wind 














and current they displace more weak ice downstream, and 
the main channel of the river opens, leaving only the 
shore ice in a cracked shelf beside the channel. Even 
this persists for perhaps a week longer, but soon it too 
is gone, and the river runs free for another spring. 
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SHORT NOTES ON NATURAL HISTORY OF THE OTTAWA DISTRICT 


In 1949 the OFNC (then 70 years old) began to 
publish a Newsletter to satisfy a need for a "medium 
through which the Ottawa membership may be kept informed 
of the observations and undertakings of the various 
groups. 11 In early issues, club members contributed 
notes on general aspects of natural history in the 
District, to set the scene for more detailed accounts. 
Short notes followed in later Newsletters reporting 
observations of individual members and study groups. 

By the 1960 T s however, the Newsletter had become a 
mimeographed sheet almost restricted to announcements 
of coming events, and no longer inspired the writing 
of ’permanent’ prose. Trail & Landscape was begun in 
1967 to include the newsletter function and, in a more 
durable, illustrated format, issued at regular inter¬ 
vals, to provide articles of lasting worth on the nat¬ 
ural history of our area. A review of these articles 
to date will be found on pages 48-49. We present here 
a pair of notes from a Newsletter of April 1949. The 
first is a gem of brevity by an outstanding club member, 
the late geologist Dr. Alice E. Wilson: 


1100 Million Years Plus in Less Than Half a Page: 

The first 600 million years were the worst.’ 

The rocks beneath and around us were heaved up into 
mountains, intruded by granites, and generally messed up 
The next 150 million the continent rose and fell. 
The sea came in, and out. The first time it left the 
sandstone of which the Parliament Buildings are made. 

The third time it left the limestones of Parliament 
Hill itself — footprints merely! 

For another 300 million years the rivers and weath 
er wore down our new mountains. Other things happened. 
The Appalachians were upthrust, cracking our foundations 
Blocks were pushed up. Blocks dropped. Later volcanoes 
burst through at Montreal and region, cracking us more. 
About a million years ago glaciers relentlessly overrode 
us. When they melted back the sea again entered — the 
last to date — leaving odd things in odd places, shells 
at Uplands, even a whale! 

Now us! -A. E. W. 


42 







From the same Newsletter, a botanical summary by 
Dr. Bill Dore, whose enthusiastic leadership continues 
to inspire interest in plants among today's members: 


The Flora of the Ottawa District : 

The original vegetation of the better drained land 
consisting of a dense continuous forest of towering 
maples, beech, basswood, pines and hemlock, with its 
associated shrubs and woodland herbs, has long been des¬ 
troyed through the agencies of lumbering, agriculture, 
grazing and fire. Vestiges of the natural vegetation 
exist only in the waters and along the flood shores of 
rivers and lakes above the reaches of urban pollution. 
Species reminiscent of the original flora, however, are 
still to be found in their respective habitats and from 
these we are able to reconstruct a picture of pre¬ 
settlement vegetation. 

The plant associations of the Ottawa District are 
more numerous and varied than in most areas of equival¬ 
ent size. This is due to the great variations in the 
nature and topography of the terrain within the area. 

The deep clay and sand deposits of the post-glacial 
sea, the shallow limestone pavements, the steep face 
of the Precambrian Shield and its glacially eroded 
plateau above 800 feet, a few bogs and swamps in de¬ 
pressions, and the flood shores of five large rivers, 
all provide habitats for characteristic floras. 

Certain relict communities indicate a migration of 
prairie and southern forest plants into the District 
under a more favourable past climate. These conditions 
have resulted in an unusually large representation, 
roughly estimated at 1500 species of vascular plants. 

.... W. G. Dore 

For the purpose of defining its natural history 
aspects, the OTTAWA DISTRICT is the area included with¬ 
in a radius of 30 miles of the Parliament Buildings. 

It is situated on the boundary of the St.Lawrence Low¬ 
lands and the Canadian Shield, and contains interesting 
sections of the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, inclu¬ 
ding parts of the Ottawa, Rideau, Mississippi, Gatineau 
and Lievre Rivers, and part of the Gatineau Hills with 
their many small lakes and beaver ponds. 
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OFNC PHOTO NIGHT: Tuesday, April 13 


An opportunity for all photographers to show their best 
work, and to provide an enjoyable evening for fellow 
club members. See "Coming Events" for time and place. 

Black and White Photographic Competition 

For conditions of entry, pl€iase see Trail & Landscape 
for Jan-Feb 1971, page 31. An entry form was enclosed 
with that issue and more forms or further information 
are available from Charlotte Dill, 749-1575, evenings. 

The deadline for entry has been changed from April 10 to 
April 7 to give more time for preparation and judging 
before the meeting on April 13. Entries may be mailed 
or delivered to: 

Miss C. E. Dill 

7 Arundel Ave., Ottawa 7, Ont. (Manor Park) 

If mailed they should be suitably packed and marked 
"Photographs, do not bend". If you prefer, entries 
may be delivered to: 

Mrs. Barbara Robertson, phone: 829-0966 

124 Woodridge Cres. Apt 14, Ottawa 14 (Bayshore) 

or: Mrs. D. L. Mackenzie phone: 236-9054 

381 Second Ave., Ottawa 1 (Near Carling & Bank) 

We suggest that you telephone first. 

The panel of judges for the competition will be: 

Dalton Muir, Canadian Wildlife Service 
Robert Lundgren, Camera Club of Ottawa 
Walter Childers, Colour Photographic Assoc, of Canada 

Nature Slide Programme 

Members are invited to contribute slides to this 
showing. If you have about 5 to 25 colour slides on 
natural history subjects, please telephone Charlotte 
Dill, 749-1575, before March 30th. Arrangements will 
be made to collect them. A selection will be made 
from the slides to illustrate a wide variety of plant 
and animal life and habitats where they live. 

Slides will be returned soon after the show. 
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APRIL on the 
OTTAWA 




Brian Morin 

With the melting of the first snows in mid-March, 
harbingers of the spring bird migration begin to make 
their presence known in the Ottawa region once again. 
Eager birders will find that the redwings and grackles 
have returned to their former haunts, along with a few 
robins, song sparrows, and the occasional killdeer. 

But not until April do things really begin to pick up, 
especially along the Ottawa River after the ice has 
gone out. For anyone interested in seeing a good 
selection of Ottawa’s birdlife with a chance to find 
rarities, a leisurely drive along the river to some 
of Ottawa’s most frequented birding spots in late 
April is a must. 


Your first stop should be Shirley’s Bay, a large 
open bay and marsh area to the west of Ottawa behind 
the Connaught Rifle Range. Not far from the parking 
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lot one can see goldeneye, bufflehead, scaup and ring¬ 
necked ducks, while farther out there may be red-necked 
and horned grebes, and Canada geese. Keep your eyes 
open for snow geese or whistling swans mixed in 
with Canadas. 

Walking through the fields and woods by the water 
to the mouth of Watt’s Creek you may see hermit thrush, 
kinglets, phoebe, juncoes, woodcock, and up to eleven 
species of sparrows (Lincoln’s are uncommon, but they 
are recorded every year). At the creek mouth there are 
teal, pintails, wood ducks, and other dabblers, great 
blue herons, marsh hawks and sometimes an osprey. If 
you’re lucky you may catch sight of a great horned owl 
as you retrace your steps through the woods. 

Another "must” stop is Ottawa Beach, an area of 
mudflats behind the Ottawa Beach Motel on Highway 17 
where the water is low; this is always an excellent 
place to look for rarities. Look over the ducks 
beyond the rushes for red-breasted mergansers and 
gadwalls (uncommon), checking the river for great 
black-backed gulls and cormorants. It would be a 
good idea to walk through the cattails and brush in 
search of fox and Lincoln’s sparrows. 

The Britannia woods, one of Ottawa’s few remain¬ 
ing stands of big white pine (also the proud possessor 
of a number of hackberry) should also be on the agenda. 
In the woods there are myrtle and pine warblers, purple 
finches, sapsuckers, and crossbills (in good years). 

The pond area sports a beaver lodge, but the inhabit¬ 
ants are rarely visible, so that one must content him¬ 
self with watching the myriad swallows and martins, a 
kingfisher, pied-billed grebe, or a variety of marsh 
birds. An eye should be kept open for unusual birds 
here and along the river below the filtration plant, 
for many of Ottawa’s rare birds and accidentals 
have turned up here over the years: Cassin’s kingbird, 
parasitic and long-tailed jaegers, Franklin’s gull, 
peregrine falcon, etc. 

Having made a thorough search of these locations 
you can be fairly certain that you have effectively 
covered some of the best birding sites along the Ottawa 
River in your district. You may wish to go further 
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afield in search of different varieties of birds, and 
if you so decide I suggest that you read "The Birds of 
the Ottawa Region*’ in the January-February 1969 issue 
of Trail & Landscape, for information on when to look 
for Ottawa’s birdlife. 



View of Shirley’s 
Bay in April 


photos by 
Brian Morin 


Killdeer, an 
early arrival 
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A REVIEW OF NATURAL HISTORY ARTICLES IN T & L 1967-1970 


Over the past four years Trail & Landscape has 
endeavoured in several ways to give readers an appre¬ 
ciation of the richness and diversity of the natural 
world in the vicinity of Ottawa. Through !, Explorer ! s 
Corners" we have suggested places near the city where 
a naturalist might go to enjoy a few hours or a day 
observing, studying, or simply absorbing the beauty of 
a natural landscape. In addition we have presented 
many fine articles giving explicit details of the flora 
and fauna of the Ottawa District, through complete 
lists of local species, some with full descriptions, 
keys or illustrations. We are gradually building an 
invaluable collection of information on the nearby 
living world. It is our hope that some day all our 
material describing the natural history of the Ottawa 
area can be brought together into one book. In the 
meantime, for our many new readers and for visitors 
from other parts, we present this list of T & L articles 
to date. Some back numbers are in short supply and can 
be sold only in complete sets. Many single numbers are 
still available, however, at 80d each plus postage. 

For information write W.J. Cody, Business Manager OFNC, 
Box 3264 Postal Stn. "C", Ottawa 3. 


EXPLORER’S CORNERS 
Vol/No Locality 


total 

map photos pages 


1/1 

Luskville Mountain 

Trail ) Gatineau 

i 

1/2 

McCloskey’s Road 

) Park 

i 

1/4 

Mud Pond 


i 

2/1 

Ski Trails, Gatineau Park 

i 

2/2 

Carp ’Mountain 1 


i 

2/3 

NYC Right-of-way 



2/4 

Botanizing on Haycock Island 


2/5 

Ottawa River Front 

at Deschenes 


3/2 

Britannia 



3/3 

CIP Nature Centre, 

Harrington, Que. 

i 

3/4 

Paugan Falls, Gatineau River 


4/1 

Mer Bleue Bog 


2 


9 2§ 

21 
2i 

1 4 
2 

2 5 

1 3 

1 2 

2 

1 3 

2 

3 5 
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Flora and Fauna of the Ottawa District 


The Ottawa District includes the area 
within a circle of 30-mile radius 


centred at the Parliament Buildings. 

PH: photograph(s) 

DW: drawing(s) 


PLANTS Single species 

1/1 Skunk Cabbage Rare in Ott. Dist. MAP 

1/2 White Trillium, local distrib’n MAP 

1/4 Can Milk-Vetch, local distrib’n MAP 

2/1 Hackberry, new stand in Ottawa 
2/3 Blue Phlox At Its Northern Limit,2 MAPs 
2/4 Prairie White Fringed-Orchid 
2/5 Auricled Twayblade, new to Ottawa 
4/1 Sticky Groundsel, new record for area 
4/2 Sticky Groundsel, further records MAP 


w 

a 

o 

•H 

4-> 

Cti 

>-l 

4J 

CO 

3 


2PH 

DW 

DW 

DW 

PH 

PH 

3DW 


2i 

2 

2 


PLANT GROUPS 

1/2 Lichens, foliose species 
1/5 Lichens, fruticose species 
3/2 Airborne Pollen; trees, shrubs 
3/4 Fungi, common types, descrip’ns 


KEY DW 

KEY DWs 

DATES 4PH 
8DW 


6 

6 

3 

3 


ANIMALS single species 

2/1 Evening Grosbeak, historical notes PH 
2/2 Ruffed Grouse, drumming; behaviour 3PH 
3/5 Hairstreak butterfly, new sp. descr’d 2PH 
4/1 Opossum Shrimp, descrip, life hist.MAP 2DW 
5/1 White-footed Mouse, trap data MAP 11PH 


3 

3 

1 

6 

13 


ANIMAL GROUPS lists of all local species 


2/1 

Salamanders 

(descriptions) 


4 

2/2 

Toads, Treefrogs, Frogs( and ) 

10DW 

7 

2/3 

Turtles 

( life ) 

7DW 

6 

2/4 

Lizards, Snakes 

( histories ) 

4PH 

8 

2/4 

Butterflies; season, 

abundance 

PH 

4 

2/6 

Fishes; Eng., French, 

scientific names 

2PH 

6 

3/1 

Birds; seasonal abundance, etc. 

DW 

6 

3/3 

Underwing moths (Catocala) KEY to spp 

DW 

3 

3/4 

Crayfishes; descrip T n 

, life histories 

5DW 

8 

4/4 

Amphipod Crustaceans; 

descr. life hist. 

3DW 

7 
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THE RARE MUTANT FORM OF THE COMMON BLOODROOT IN CANADA 


Stanton D. Hicks 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Peace of mind, past comprehension. 

Comes into complete ascension 

When the hills above the Ottawa (so far below) 
Shield the setting sun. 

Rugged rocks and sentinel trees 
Have felt the surge of time and breeze 
In daylight glory - a natural heritage sublime. 
When will it cease? 

The wonder and the marvel of it all 
Stirs to its depth the human soul 
Which I shall never know. 

I do not care - if so, 

Let me have peace where bloodroots grow 
Near valleys deep. 

- author 

I should like to focus attention on a delightful 
note concerning the natural glory of the North American 
bloodroot, one of the earliest spring flowers to dot 
some areas of our countryside. Lady Byng of Vimy 
vividly expresses her love for the wild flowers of the 
Gatineau Hills, so close to Canada's capital, in Volume 
4 of THE NEW FLORA AND SYLVA, London, England, 1932. 

She writes, "The heart of the plant-lover, grown weary 
of Canada's winter blanket of snow, leaps to meet the 
short glories of a Canadian spring with its wealth of 
blossom, among which the Bloodroot is, perhaps, the 
most lovely. I think, on looking back, that it was 
the Bloodroot which thrilled me most, probably because 
it is the earliest of the glories to be found by the 
searcher. What excitement and joy there was always in 
that first April pilgrimage, when the by-roads were 
supposed to be passable for a light car to make the 
trip to the Gatineau Hills, north of Ottawa.' What a 
spice of adventure too, with bumpings and slow skids 
and slithers, as we crawled upwards to the hills where 
the flowers were waking from their winter sleep!" 

Sanguinaria canadensis var. multiplex - S.D. Hicks 


51 
















habitat of this form. I re-visited this station twice 
during the following five years and found both colonies 
growing very well. 

Our common northeastern American bloodroot was 
among the earliest of plants introduced into England 
from America in 1635. Although not easily grown there, 
it has always been popular. No less popular and easily 
grown in North American gardens is the double bloodroot. 
For many years, varieties have been known to nurserymen 
and horticulturalists who obtained specimens of this 
natural rarity from a few local sources in the United 
States. Some of the authentic sources demonstrate its 
rarity and widespread range since only two localities 
are known in Connecticut, one in Ohio, and one in 
Wisconsin. An exhaustive search of the literature 
might reveal one or two additional localities. Depend¬ 
ing on the source, known varieties show the possibility 
of 25 to 48 petals and some varieties have a beautiful 
pink tinge. 

Consideration has been given to the possibility 
that the double bloodroot, surviving in old gardens 
around abandoned homesites, might be mistaken as occur¬ 
ring naturally. The Quebec specimens were growing on 
forest humus surrounded by rocky, uncultivated ground, 
where they appeared to be natural mutations of the 
legion of single bloodroots. Whatever causes this 
change, it is pleasant to reflect that although there 
are no seeds produced, it can be propagated quite 
easily from a root. Specimens in my garden have proved 
the true inherited doubleness of the parent stock for 
several years. 

Pressed specimens of this double bloodroot, 
Sanguinaria canadensis L., forma multiplex (E.H. Wilson) 
Weatherby, are contained in the herbarium of the Plant 
Research Institute at the Central Experimental Farm, 
Ottawa, as the first and only Canadian record. Sincere¬ 
ly appreciated is the assistance and information supplied 
by Dr. W. G. Dore and Mr. W. J. Cody of the Plant 
Research Institute, Ottawa, and Dr. A. E. Porsild of 
the National Herbarium of Canada. Gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged also is the kind co-operation of Mr. Hoyes Lloyd, 
Rockcliffe, Ontario, and Mr. M. Landon, Simcoe, Ontario. 
This paper could not have been completed without the 
help of these men. 
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CURRENT PROJECTS OF THE OTTAWA FIELD-NATURALISTS 1 CLUB 


H. N. (Hue) MacKenzie 

The Ottawa Field-Naturalists 1 Club has a number of 
projects underway at present. A brief description of 
some of the major ones follows. 

Field Checklist of Birds of the Ottawa District 

The currently used list was last revised in 1963. 
Since then, confirmed observations of approximately 
twenty additional species have been made. The new list 
is expected to contain information on the abundance of 
each species, by season. Present plans call for it to 
be available in March or April of this year. 

Birds of the Ottawa District 

This is intended to become a useful field guide con¬ 
taining information on bird finding, habitat, best areas, 
dates of arrival, peak migration periods for transients, 
and similar details. It will also record the status of 
each species and will list all observations of rare 
species. The preparation of this book by the Bird Census 
Committee, involving a large amount of research and 
planning, is expected to take at least two years. 

Natural Areas Inventory 

In conservation as in most other matters where money 
is involved, the people who are asked to provide the 
money rightfully ask, why? If those who desire to have 
a particular piece of land held for conservation cannot 
provide convincing information, the money will not be 
forthcoming. Likewise the potential donor of land must 
be persuaded that his donation will be worthwhile. 

The Natural Areas inventory form has been developed 
to provide a means of assembling the needed information. 

It provides a means of identifying an area by location 
and characteristics, with space to list the plants, birds, 
animals, insects etc. so that an appreciation of the 
variety of the natural history can be gained. The form 
has been designed so that it can be used by both amateurs 
and professionals. 

Members of the Club who know of areas which are 
especially rich or varied or which contain stands of 
rare plants or colonies of rare animal life, should 
bring these to the attention of the Club. This can be 
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done by writing to the Chairman, Natural Areas Committee 
c/o Box 3264, Station "C", Ottawa 3, 

Orchid Location Survey 

This project was conceived by Mr. E. W. Greenwood 
and commenced with seven participants working in the 
Ottawa District in 1965 and 1966. Its objective is to 
accumulate records of the exact locations of orchids in 
Canada and to prepare listings in usable form. It pro¬ 
vides amateur naturalists with an opportunity to make a 
useful contribution to scientific knowledge respecting 
the distribution, abundance and habitats of Canada’s 
wild orchids. 

While started as a local project, the survey proved 
to be so useful and successful that in 1967 a decision 
was made to extend it by inviting interested persons ac¬ 
ross Canada to participate. This invitation brought con¬ 
siderable response, though as might be expected there has 
been a tendency for the work to be concentrated in a 
number of areas (a) adjacent to the homes of contributors 
and (b) in a number of especially attractive areas al¬ 
ready known as good orchid terrain. There are now 65 
active workers living in Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Br.itish Columbia. Observations 
have been recorded for every province and the Yukon but 
not for the Northwest Territories. 

Any person interested in joining this work, or who 
has friends who might be interested, should write to: 

H. N. MacKenzie, 228 Royal Ave., Ottawa 13, Ontario. 

We particularly need workers in the Atlantic Prov¬ 
inces except the Yarmouth area, eastern and northern 
Quebec, northern Ontario, the Prairies, northern British 
Columbia, and the Territories. 

Speakers Roster 

The Education Committee has commenced the prepara¬ 
tion of a list of persons willing to speak to students, 
clubs and other groups. The Club receives a considerable 
number of requests for such assistance. Without a 
speakers roster the task of responding falls on a few 
people. As a result we have not been in a position to 
respond to all such requests in the past. Anyone who 
could speak on any topic related to natural history 
should give his name to any member of the Executive, 
or write to: The Chairman, Education Committee, 

Box 3264, Postal Station "C", Ottawa 3. 
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EDERATION of ONTARIO NATURALISTS 


* * * 1971 ANNUAL MEETING * * * 


SKYLINE HOTEL: International Ballroom 

April 24 - 25 - 26 1971 


Registration commences at 7:00 p.m. Friday, April 24 
and continues through Saturday 

Registration fees: Single $3.00 

Family 4.00 
Student 1.00 

Banquet tickets are $6.25 per person 


Members of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club 
are invited to register and participate in the program 
and activities. Briefly these will be: 

Friday evening: Film and informal reception 

Saturday morning: Business meeting 

Saturday afternoon: Program and Photo Salon 

Speakers will include Mr. J. A. Keith, 

Dr. David Baird, Mr. John Livingston, 

Mr. Stewart MacDonald, and others. 

Sunday: Field trips 

1 Geology trip into the Gatineau Hills 

2 Ornithology outing to the St. Lawrence River 

3 General interest; local half day tour of the 
National Capital Region 

Details available at time of registration or at Annual 

Meeting. 
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Nature Puzzle No. 5 


Donald A. Smith 



WHAT ON EARTH ?? 


62 






Spring Trip June 4-6 ... 


This year we are planning a trip to the Bruce Pen¬ 
insula. Leaving Ottawa Friday June 4, we will stop at 
Midland overnight. Saturday we will tour the Wye Marsh 
Wildlife Centre run by the Canadian Wildlife Service. 
This is a 2500-acre area with a wide variety of habitats 
and rich in flora and fauna. Features include wildlife 
exhibits, closed circuit T.V., nature films, trails, 
and blinds for bird watching. Staff naturalists are on 
hand to answer questions. 

Saturday evening we will move on to Owen Sound and 
spend Sunday in the Bruce Peninsula, visiting places of 
interest such as Petrel Point, Dorcas Bay, and Cypress 
Lake. We return to Ottawa Sunday evening. 

Price of the trip, based on the minimum of 20 
participants, is $45 for fare and hotel accommodation 
(shared room). Meals are extra. If more members come 
- the maximum is 38 - the price will be reduced. Get 
your name in early to T.J. Cole, 876 Maitland Ave., 
Ottawa 13, 729-7947. 


Pollution Pointer .... 1. Idle Trucks 

from newsletter, POLLUTION PROBE at Carleton University 

Complaints have reached us that local service and 
repair operators (such as furnace and fuel companies) 
allow their drivers to have their vehicles idling (often 
for an hour or more) while on service calls. Have you 
noticed such vehicles parked on your street for long 
periods with the motor running? If so, please call the 
Probe office, 231-2742, and give us the following infor¬ 
mation: licence number, company name, the time of day 

you saw the vehicle idling, the duration of the idling 
period, the name of the street. While it is not an 
offence, it does contribute to air pollution, and that 
is something we can do without. Montreal limits the 
period of time that a vehicle may stand idling to four 
minutes. We will document these instances of air 
pollution and try to persuade the companies to cease 
this practice. 
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0 F N C EVENTS IN MARCH AND APRIL 


Arranged by the Excursions and Lectures Committee 
Ewen C.D. Todd (225-4316), Chairman 


Tuesday 
March 9 


Sunday 
March 14 


OUTING: VISIT TO THE OBSERVATORY 

Meet: Observatory, Experimental Farm 

Time: 9:30 p.m. 

Names should have been given to Ewen Todd 
by February 22 (see Jan.-Feb. issue of T&L) 

FIELD TRIP: WINTER BIRDS AND OWLS 
Leader: Bill Clark (224-0539) 

Meet: LaSalle Factory parking lot, 

Bell’s Corners 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 

Half-day trip; bring a snack 


Wednesday DISCUSSION: BOTANICAL SOIREE 

March 17 Contributors: Anne Hanes, Sheila Thomson, 

Ewen Todd 

Meet: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Kent & Wellington, Kent St. door 
Time: 8:00 p.m. 

It is time for the flower people to have 
an informal discussion about botanical in¬ 
terests. Refreshments will be served. 


Saturday 
March 27 


Tuesday 
March 30 


FIELD TRIP: BIRDING TRIP TO PRESQU’ILE PARK 
Leader: Brian Morin (234-6170) 

Meet: Gate at entrance to park 

Time: 8:30 a.m. 

All-day trip. Those wishing to stay>over¬ 
night may make arrangements with The White 
House, Brighton (613-475-0004). Persons 
intending to drive please contact leader. 

DISCUSSION: BIRD ROUND-UP NO. 2 

Chairman: George McGee 

Meet: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Kent & Wellington, Kent St. door 
Time: 8:00 p.m. 

This is a continuation of the January Bird 
Round-up with informal discussions, short 
talks, recent bird news, and refreshments. 
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OFNC EVENTS, continued 


Monday 
April 5 


Saturday 
April 10 


Tuesday 
April 13 


LECTURE: MEET THE MACOUN FIELD CLUB 
Speakers: Members of the Macoun Club 
chaired by Dr. I. Brodo 
Meet: Auditorium, National Museum, 

McLeod St. 

Time: 8:00 p.m. 

This is an opportunity for members of the 

OFNC to meet with members of its associated 
junior organization. There will be a des¬ 
cription of the Club’s activities and a few 
short talks on current special projects. 

There will also be a display of interesting 
material. Come and find out how active the 
younger generation is. 

FIELD TRIP: OWLS AND EARLY MIGRANTS 
Leader: Bill Holland 

Meet: Billings Bridge Shopping Centre 

Time: 8:30 a.m. 

Half-day trip; bring a snack 

OFNC PHOTO NIGHT 
Chairman: Ted Mosquin 

Place: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 

Kent & Wellington, Kent St. door 
Time: 8:00 p.m. 

ON DISPLAY will be the entries from our Black 
and White Photographic Competition on 
Conservation. 

ON THE SCREEN will be shown a program of 
members’ colour slides on nature subjects. 
Both parts of the meeting depend on your 
participation - see page 44. 

There will also be an opportunity for mem¬ 
bers to raise questions on Club Affairs. 
Refreshments will be served. 
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